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common documents reflecting an estate plan — wills
and living trusts — are traditionally drafted by attorneys.

Wills and Living Trusts — the Foundation 
of an Effective Estate Plan 

Wills and living trusts are both written
documents whose great importance lies in the fact that
they help to ensure that your precise wishes regarding
the disposition of your assets are carried out after you are
gone. Specific benefits common to the two instruments
include the following: 

• Taxes and administrative costs can be reduced

• A trustee or executor of your choice can be
designated

• Special provisions can be made for minor
children or those with unusual needs

• Support for your favorite charity (including Cal)
can be provided

Both wills and living trusts can be easily revoked
or modified at any time, as long as you have the mental
capacity to understand the nature and effect of your acts.
Finally, it is best to have an attorney well versed in the
laws of estate planning and gift and estate taxes write
your will or living trust, though you may write a valid
will in your own hand.

What If You Die without a Will or a Living Trust?
Failing to leave behind a will or a living trust can

result in the state deciding the disposition of your assets
through the laws of “intestate succession,” which differ
depending on the state in which the deceased lived. For
example, in California, intestate succession designates that
your spouse and/or children will be the primary beneficiaries,
followed by parents, then siblings, and then the offspring of
each of those. If you leave behind none of these relatives,
without a valid will or living trust your assets may revert to
the state. If you had intended to provide a gift to a non-
relative — to a charity like UC Berkeley, for example — 
such an intention would not be fulfilled.

Choosing between a Will and a Living Trust
Deciding whether to have a will or a living trust

is a personal choice that depends upon an understanding
of a few major differences. 

1) A will is often a simpler document than a living
trust, and so it may be prepared by an attorney
at less cost.  

How to Make a Bequest to Cal
To provide support for Cal in your will or

living trust, the following language may be used:
“I give _______ [for example, the sum of

$X, or the residue of my estate] to the University
of California, Berkeley Foundation to be used to
support __________ [my favorite Cal program,
school, college, or department].”

Your bequest can support any purpose
at the University — like scholarships for
undergraduate or graduate students, research in
a particular field, or a department within any of
the schools or colleges. A bequest can create an
endowed fund bearing your name or the name of
someone you wish to honor. Because endowment
funds preserve the principal and only the income
from that principal is spent, endowments ensure
that funding for the program or department of
your choice will be available to the University in
perpetuity.
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We, the planned giving counsel in UC Berkeley’s
Office of Planned Giving, hope this issue of Cal Futures
answers many of your questions about supporting the
University through your estate. We encourage you,
however, to contact our office if you are interested in
designating a Cal school, college, department, or
program in a bequest, or are considering any type 
of planned gift to Berkeley.

As attorneys trained and experienced in
charitable giving, we can provide you or your attorney
with bequest language that accurately expresses your
charitable intentions for the campus. (For sample
bequest language, see the article beneath this
column.) Furthermore, because we regularly work
closely with campus departments, we are ideally
positioned to make your bequest count — for yourself
as well as for the University. We can help you make
sure that your gift will answer campus needs; be fully
usable by the school, college, department, or program
you designate; and, perhaps most importantly, be as
meaningful to you and your family as possible. 

After consulting with our office, you may
decide to make a planned gift to Cal as a supplement
to, or in place of, a bequest. Charitable trusts, gift
annuities, and pooled income funds allow donors to
provide significant support to the campus at the same
time that they enjoy current financial benefits. These
benefits may include an income tax deduction, annual
income, and diversification of assets without capital
gains tax.

A final point. As attractive as the financial and
tax advantages discussed in this column may be, by far
the greatest benefits to Cal donors are very personal
ones — the deep satisfaction of creating an enduring
legacy at an institution that means so much to them,
and the knowledge that their support will have a
positive impact at Berkeley for generations to come.

Whichever method or methods you choose to
support the University, your commitment means a
great deal to Cal. We sincerely look forward to working
with you.

Hal J. Abrams, J.D., LL.M., Rachel Crawford, J.D., 
and Enid Pollack, J.D., Planned Giving Counsel

What Is the Benjamin Ide Wheeler Society?
Since its creation in 1987, the Benjamin Ide Wheeler Society has proudly recognized

those individuals who have provided for Cal through a bequest or other planned gift — a
charitable gift annuity, charitable remainder trust, or pooled income fund. A number of
affiliated groups recognize individuals who have provided for specific campus units: the
Optometry Associates for the School of Optometry, the Legacy Circle for Cal Performances,
and the Cal Athletic Society for the Department of Intercollegiate Athletics.

One of the ways the Wheeler Society thanks its members is by providing invitations
to special events on campus, including the annual Benjamin Ide Wheeler Society Tea hosted
by the chancellor. Always a festive and welcoming event, the Tea will be held this year on June
22, 2004, from 2 to 4 p.m. at Alumni House. It will be preceded by a lecture entitled “Let There Be
Light: the History of the University of California, Berkeley” to be delivered by Chancellor
Robert M. Berdahl. As Chancellor Berdahl will be stepping down this summer, his
appearance at this year’s event promises to be a very memorable one.

On February 7, 2004, the Wheeler Society enjoyed an exciting victory over Arizona
State’s basketball team in Haas Pavilion. Following the game, members met assistant coach
Louis Reynaud and athletic director Steve Gladstone over celebratory refreshments.

If you would like to learn more about the Benjamin Ide Wheeler Society — or if you
would like to become a member — please contact the Office of Planned Giving. If you wish,
you may use the enclosed response form.  

2) If you have a will, your estate will be
administered by a public legal process
known as “probate.” Each state has its
own probate scheme, and in California
each county has a probate court. That
court will appoint a personal
representative to administer the estate
— either an individual designated in
your will as the “executor” or, if no
executor is named, a person of the court’s
choosing. Because a will is a public
document, once it has been filed with the
probate court anyone can look at it and
learn of your estate’s details and plans. In
contrast, a valid living trust enables a
“trustee” to administer your estate
without using the probate court,
possibly resulting in a savings of time
and legal expenses and avoiding the
public nature of probate proceedings and
the public’s access to your estate plan. 

3) Because the probate court can dispose 
of property only within the state,
decedents with property in another 
state must incur multi-state probate
proceedings if they choose to dispose of
their assets by means of a will. There is
no such necessity, however, if assets are
disposed of by a living trust. 

4)With a will, you can leave your assets in
your name. In contrast, effective use of a
living trust requires that you change the
title of all of your assets so that the trust
is the owner. This is particularly
important with real estate assets,
especially those located in other states.

5) A will addresses only the disposition of
your estate after your death. A living
trust, however, can authorize the trustee
to act on your behalf during your lifetime
if you are unavailable or unable to do so
due to a temporary or permanent
disability. This can enable you to avoid
the cost and complexity of a formal
“conservatorship,” the court-supervised
process in which a third party manages
one’s person and estate.

Supporting Cal through a Bequest 
A gift by will or trust (a “bequest”) 

can be large or small and can consist of specific
property (for example, “my house in Berkeley”) 
or a specific amount of money. Individuals often
designate a percentage, or all, of the “residue” of
their estate (what is left after debts, expenses,
and gifts to family members and others are paid)
to support the institutions that have been
important to them during their lifetime.

Beyond Wills and Living Trusts — 
Other Estate Transfers 

There are a number of other ways to
provide support to Cal with estate assets. You can
designate the University as a beneficiary of all or
part of your pension or retirement plan. This is a
tax-wise strategy because such assets are subject
to both estate and income tax when transferred
to one’s children. When a pension or retirement
plan is gifted to a charity, neither of these taxes
applies. It is usually a simple matter for you to
make a charity the beneficiary of these assets. Life
insurance can also be an excellent asset to give to
charity, as can savings bonds, especially if your
bonds have accrued substantial levels of interest.
All of the interest from your bonds is taxable as
ordinary income to the designated beneficiary
unless a charity is the recipient.

How to Learn More 
To receive detailed information about 

any of the estate and gift planning ideas
discussed above, please consider Cal’s Office of
Planned Giving your personal resource. The staff
is available to assist you with specific bequest
language and information about tax matters and
life-income plans. The office also has access to
information about UC Berkeley campus
initiatives and programs so that you can be
assured your gift will be appropriate and
effective. A variety of brochures with additional
information about the various gift plans are
available upon request. From Cal’s earliest years, the support of alumni and

friends has played an indispensable role in promoting the
University’s growth and continued excellence — in
teaching, research, and public service. Today, this
philanthropic tradition remains strong, with Cal receiving
nearly $164 million in private gifts in 2002–03. 

Given the fast-increasing costs of offering 
first-rate undergraduate and graduate education, and
providing state-of-the-art facilities for advanced research,
Cal will depend on private support more than ever in
coming decades. At the same time, those who choose to
leave a personal legacy at the University find it deeply
gratifying to know that their gifts will have a positive,
noticeable impact on an institution in which they so
strongly believe. 

Sometimes individuals or couples can make a
significant gift to Cal during their lifetime. Sather Gate, a
project funded by Jane K. Sather early in the last century,
is one of the most famous examples. But more often, a
significant gift must be delayed until after a donor’s
death, when precious financial resources are no longer
needed. 

Below, you will read how you can provide for the
University after you are gone in an efficient and
rewarding manner. 

The Estate Plan — An Invaluable First Step 
An effective estate plan pays rich dividends by

specifying a comprehensive, coordinated plan of action
regarding your estate assets and the processes of
managing them. Ideally, it addresses not only all
important questions regarding the disposition of your
assets after you are gone, including the costs associated
with that disposition, but also such important issues as
tax implications and the proper management of your
estate during your lifetime.

Though estate planning is often begun around
the time of some major life-cycle event — for example,
marriage, divorce, birth of a child, or death of a loved one
— it is recommended that you commence estate planning
early in your life. Many of your estate planning decisions
can provide you with benefits during your lifetime, as
well as after you’re gone. Especially if you have extensive
assets of different types, it is best to prepare an estate
plan under the guidance of an attorney specializing in
that field, though financial planners and other advisors
can often provide helpful general information. The most

Leave a Personal 
Legacy at Cal

through Your Estate

Arlene and Vic Willits at the Matterhorn, 1996
Supporting Cal
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Clockwise from upper left:
Marian and Ken Thompson at 
Sather Gate, 1940;
Arlene and Vic Willits at a Cal party,
ca. 1962; Kenneth Weisinger, ca. 1989.

Supporting Cal:Different Lives, 
A Common CommitmentAs she recounts her experiences at Cal more than six

decades ago, a smile comes over Marian Thompson’s face and
her eyes glimmer with affection and pride. It comes as no
surprise that she’s chosen to provide financial support for
her alma mater in her will.

Though Marian attended Cal in the shadows of the
Depression and World War II, her experience had much in
common with succeeding generations of Berkeley students.
The academic environment seemed larger than life, and not
only because most of her classes were big lectures and
“Wheeler Hall was always full.” Though she liked all of her
professors, she confesses, “They scared me to death!” After a
disastrous geology exam, she spent so much time studying in
the Bancroft and Morrison Libraries that each became a “home
away from home” while she completed her degree in political
science and history. Her good study habits paid off, and by her
junior year, she joined the Prytanean Society, the first women’s
academic honor organization in the United States.

Even for such a dedicated student, “There was always
something going on” that she could participate in through her
sorority, Alpha Chi Omega — including annual train trips to
Los Angeles to watch Cal play football against rivals UCLA
and USC. For local outings with friends, her Ford Model A —
with a purchase price of $99, insurance at $35, and gasoline at
15 cents per gallon — was a good way to go.

Marian’s years at Cal were especially important
because it was there that she met Ken, her late husband. 
The two dated at Berkeley and then married the December
following her graduation. Ken, who had earned a degree in
accounting, embarked on a career as a CPA and eventually
became head partner of Coopers and Lybrand in Oakland

Marian Carr Thompson ’42

Arlene ’63, M.A. ’67 and Vic ’62, Ed.D. ’68 Willits

held from 1998 until his death. His own highly rewarding
experiences studying abroad — both as an undergraduate at
Stanford and then twice as a graduate student at Berkeley —
made him a natural advocate for Cal’s program. He was able
to publicize, more effectively than ever before, that study
abroad was an experience Berkeley students couldn’t afford
to miss, especially in today’s “global” culture. As a result, the
number of students participating in the EAP has grown
substantially — this year, there are more than 800 — and the
program has become a more integral part of the curriculum
than at any time in its history. 

Arlene and Vic Willits will never forget a certain
weekend in May 1963. After being nominated by one of her
professors and then selected by a campus committee, Arlene
delivered a student address in her class’s commencement
ceremony. This alone would be a full plate — even if that
evening she and Vic weren’t scheduled to attend their
wedding rehearsal, and then, the next day, be married and
attend a reception at Alumni House. 

The experience was, as Arlene says, “all a blur.” Still, 
it makes perfect sense for two Cal alumni whose lives seem
always to have been closely intertwined with their alma mater.

As undergraduates, Arlene and Vic were serious
students majoring in political science — though both agree
that good study habits came a little more naturally to Arlene,
whose grades allowed her to join Mortar Board and Pi Sigma
Alpha, the national political science honor society. To be fair,
Vic was also occupied playing varsity water polo and serving
as house manager at Delta Sigma Phi.

In any event, after the two began dating in her junior
(his senior) year, they were regular study companions. For a
while, a study room at Arlene’s sorority, Alpha Gamma Delta
(where she served as house president), was unofficially
named after the couple. It may or may not be key to their
academic success at Cal that their study evenings invariably
included a pre-midnight visit to Mel’s Drive-in at Shattuck
and Channing.

Arlene and Vic readily acknowledge that Cal was key
to their career success. After graduation, Vic went on to earn a
master’s degree in economics and history from Long Beach
State and a doctorate in higher education administration at
Berkeley. He then pursued a career in college administration
and teaching, most of it at Chabot and Las Positas Colleges in
Hayward and Livermore. After completing the Coro

Foundation Internship in Public Affairs, Arlene earned her
master’s in public administration at Cal and since then has
held a variety of positions in that field, including assistant
to the city manager of Hayward, citizens’ assistance advisor
in Salinas, facilitator of numerous municipal task forces, 
and consultant for governmental and nonprofit clients. The
couple also found time to raise their two daughters, Kristan
(also a Cal graduate) and Maraka. 

Because Cal has always been so integral to their
lives, Arlene and Vic have supported the University through
a number of volunteer positions at the California Alumni
Association. Among her efforts, Arlene served on the
association’s board for four years and chaired its
development committee for two years. Vic currently serves
on the CAA Scholarship Committee, as he has for the past
three years. Both also have been active in their class
reunions and campaigns.

Though their daughters’ financial security remains 
a priority in their estate plan, the couple also feels it is
important for alumni and the public to support the
University philanthropically. They have endowed a CAA
Alumni Leadership Scholarship and are continuing to
“repay” the Alumni Scholarship that Arlene received as an
undergraduate. They have also supported the Achievement
Award Program, intercollegiate athletics, and the Library,
which, Vic explains, “makes such a difference in an
institution’s credibility and reservoir of pride.”

Members of the Benjamin Ide Wheeler Society, the
Willitses have designated a portion of their estate to benefit
academic and scholarship programs at Cal. In this way, they
will continue to support and be involved with their alma
mater for many decades to come.

(now PricewaterhouseCoopers). Marian worked briefly at
the Federal Reserve Bank in San Francisco before devoting
her energies to raising a family. (She credits being married to
an accountant with the “balanced” birth order of their four
children — girl, boy, girl, boy.)

However busy their lives became, Berkeley always
remained the couple’s beloved alma mater. The two regularly
attended Cal basketball games, and Ken served as president
of the Haas School of Business Alumni Club and vice
president of the California Alumni Association. They also
became regular supporters of the University — making gifts
to the Haas School, the Class of ’42, the Cal Band, The
Bancroft Library, and other programs as well as donating real
estate to establish a charitable remainder trust that will
eventually benefit Cal. This trust, like the charitable gift
annuity Marian later funded at Cal, continues to pay her an
annual income. As a planned gift donor, she is a member of
the University’s Benjamin Ide Wheeler Society.

In recent years, Marian has lost much of her sight
through macular degeneration. This setback, however, hasn’t
dampened her passion for Cal or prevented her frequent
visits to campus. With the help of East Bay Paratransit, she
often attends noontime concerts performed by students in
the Young Musicians Program. Last year, she met friends for a
football tailgate party at Memorial Stadium, even though she
was able to view the game only by watching a nearby
television set. 

Marian’s commitment to Cal needs no explanation,
but when asked, she answers like the True Blue she is: “Cal
serves us well. Ken got his smarts here. I think it’s the greatest!”

If anything, Ken’s great belief in the EAP grew stronger
in the final stages of his life. It was for this reason that his will
designated a sizeable portion of his estate to establish the
Weisinger Fund in the Education Abroad Program. As his long-
time friend Richard Yee explains, Ken felt deep gratification
from supporting the EAP in this way because he was “so
happy there” and he knew that he was helping to “reaffirm 
the good things in life.” Thanks to Ken’s generosity, future
generations of students will have a greater opportunity
to enrich their Cal experience with these “good things.”

Ken Weisinger, a professor emeritus in Cal’s German
department, was a beloved member of the University
community, a distinguished scholar, and a teacher of the best
sort. His death in 2003 at age 60, after a battle with cancer,
was a great loss to all of those whose lives he enriched. 

Ken was a wonderful example of the scholarly
excellence of Berkeley’s faculty. Author of the book The
Classical Façade: A Non-Classical Reading of Goethe’s Classicism
(1988) and many academic articles, he was best known for
his research on the German poets Johann Wolfgang von
Goethe and Friedrich Hölderlin, as well as on Weimar
classicism. Eclectic in his interests, Ken moved comfortably
from the Brothers Grimm and Chinese opera to the poets

Pindar and Juvenal (whose works he read in the original
Ancient Greek and Latin). 

But he was much more than a scholar. His teaching
at the undergraduate and graduate levels was motivated by a
passionate commitment to mentoring his students and
introducing them to new ideas and experiences. Even
American musicals found their way into his syllabi, and he
was proud of several new courses he had developed. He won
over his students with his kindness, integrity, wit, and
innovative classroom techniques.

As influential as Ken was as a teacher, perhaps his
greatest legacy to Cal is his contribution as director of the
University’s Education Abroad Program (EAP), a position he

Kenneth Weisinger M.A. ’67, Ph.D. ’71
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Clockwise from upper left:
Marian and Ken Thompson at 
Sather Gate, 1940;
Arlene and Vic Willits at a Cal party,
ca. 1962; Kenneth Weisinger, ca. 1989.

Supporting Cal:Different Lives, 
A Common CommitmentAs she recounts her experiences at Cal more than six

decades ago, a smile comes over Marian Thompson’s face and
her eyes glimmer with affection and pride. It comes as no
surprise that she’s chosen to provide financial support for
her alma mater in her will.

Though Marian attended Cal in the shadows of the
Depression and World War II, her experience had much in
common with succeeding generations of Berkeley students.
The academic environment seemed larger than life, and not
only because most of her classes were big lectures and
“Wheeler Hall was always full.” Though she liked all of her
professors, she confesses, “They scared me to death!” After a
disastrous geology exam, she spent so much time studying in
the Bancroft and Morrison Libraries that each became a “home
away from home” while she completed her degree in political
science and history. Her good study habits paid off, and by her
junior year, she joined the Prytanean Society, the first women’s
academic honor organization in the United States.

Even for such a dedicated student, “There was always
something going on” that she could participate in through her
sorority, Alpha Chi Omega — including annual train trips to
Los Angeles to watch Cal play football against rivals UCLA
and USC. For local outings with friends, her Ford Model A —
with a purchase price of $99, insurance at $35, and gasoline at
15 cents per gallon — was a good way to go.

Marian’s years at Cal were especially important
because it was there that she met Ken, her late husband. 
The two dated at Berkeley and then married the December
following her graduation. Ken, who had earned a degree in
accounting, embarked on a career as a CPA and eventually
became head partner of Coopers and Lybrand in Oakland

Marian Carr Thompson ’42

Arlene ’63, M.A. ’67 and Vic ’62, Ed.D. ’68 Willits

held from 1998 until his death. His own highly rewarding
experiences studying abroad — both as an undergraduate at
Stanford and then twice as a graduate student at Berkeley —
made him a natural advocate for Cal’s program. He was able
to publicize, more effectively than ever before, that study
abroad was an experience Berkeley students couldn’t afford
to miss, especially in today’s “global” culture. As a result, the
number of students participating in the EAP has grown
substantially — this year, there are more than 800 — and the
program has become a more integral part of the curriculum
than at any time in its history. 

Arlene and Vic Willits will never forget a certain
weekend in May 1963. After being nominated by one of her
professors and then selected by a campus committee, Arlene
delivered a student address in her class’s commencement
ceremony. This alone would be a full plate — even if that
evening she and Vic weren’t scheduled to attend their
wedding rehearsal, and then, the next day, be married and
attend a reception at Alumni House. 

The experience was, as Arlene says, “all a blur.” Still, 
it makes perfect sense for two Cal alumni whose lives seem
always to have been closely intertwined with their alma mater.

As undergraduates, Arlene and Vic were serious
students majoring in political science — though both agree
that good study habits came a little more naturally to Arlene,
whose grades allowed her to join Mortar Board and Pi Sigma
Alpha, the national political science honor society. To be fair,
Vic was also occupied playing varsity water polo and serving
as house manager at Delta Sigma Phi.

In any event, after the two began dating in her junior
(his senior) year, they were regular study companions. For a
while, a study room at Arlene’s sorority, Alpha Gamma Delta
(where she served as house president), was unofficially
named after the couple. It may or may not be key to their
academic success at Cal that their study evenings invariably
included a pre-midnight visit to Mel’s Drive-in at Shattuck
and Channing.

Arlene and Vic readily acknowledge that Cal was key
to their career success. After graduation, Vic went on to earn a
master’s degree in economics and history from Long Beach
State and a doctorate in higher education administration at
Berkeley. He then pursued a career in college administration
and teaching, most of it at Chabot and Las Positas Colleges in
Hayward and Livermore. After completing the Coro

Foundation Internship in Public Affairs, Arlene earned her
master’s in public administration at Cal and since then has
held a variety of positions in that field, including assistant
to the city manager of Hayward, citizens’ assistance advisor
in Salinas, facilitator of numerous municipal task forces, 
and consultant for governmental and nonprofit clients. The
couple also found time to raise their two daughters, Kristan
(also a Cal graduate) and Maraka. 

Because Cal has always been so integral to their
lives, Arlene and Vic have supported the University through
a number of volunteer positions at the California Alumni
Association. Among her efforts, Arlene served on the
association’s board for four years and chaired its
development committee for two years. Vic currently serves
on the CAA Scholarship Committee, as he has for the past
three years. Both also have been active in their class
reunions and campaigns.

Though their daughters’ financial security remains 
a priority in their estate plan, the couple also feels it is
important for alumni and the public to support the
University philanthropically. They have endowed a CAA
Alumni Leadership Scholarship and are continuing to
“repay” the Alumni Scholarship that Arlene received as an
undergraduate. They have also supported the Achievement
Award Program, intercollegiate athletics, and the Library,
which, Vic explains, “makes such a difference in an
institution’s credibility and reservoir of pride.”

Members of the Benjamin Ide Wheeler Society, the
Willitses have designated a portion of their estate to benefit
academic and scholarship programs at Cal. In this way, they
will continue to support and be involved with their alma
mater for many decades to come.

(now PricewaterhouseCoopers). Marian worked briefly at
the Federal Reserve Bank in San Francisco before devoting
her energies to raising a family. (She credits being married to
an accountant with the “balanced” birth order of their four
children — girl, boy, girl, boy.)

However busy their lives became, Berkeley always
remained the couple’s beloved alma mater. The two regularly
attended Cal basketball games, and Ken served as president
of the Haas School of Business Alumni Club and vice
president of the California Alumni Association. They also
became regular supporters of the University — making gifts
to the Haas School, the Class of ’42, the Cal Band, The
Bancroft Library, and other programs as well as donating real
estate to establish a charitable remainder trust that will
eventually benefit Cal. This trust, like the charitable gift
annuity Marian later funded at Cal, continues to pay her an
annual income. As a planned gift donor, she is a member of
the University’s Benjamin Ide Wheeler Society.

In recent years, Marian has lost much of her sight
through macular degeneration. This setback, however, hasn’t
dampened her passion for Cal or prevented her frequent
visits to campus. With the help of East Bay Paratransit, she
often attends noontime concerts performed by students in
the Young Musicians Program. Last year, she met friends for a
football tailgate party at Memorial Stadium, even though she
was able to view the game only by watching a nearby
television set. 

Marian’s commitment to Cal needs no explanation,
but when asked, she answers like the True Blue she is: “Cal
serves us well. Ken got his smarts here. I think it’s the greatest!”

If anything, Ken’s great belief in the EAP grew stronger
in the final stages of his life. It was for this reason that his will
designated a sizeable portion of his estate to establish the
Weisinger Fund in the Education Abroad Program. As his long-
time friend Richard Yee explains, Ken felt deep gratification
from supporting the EAP in this way because he was “so
happy there” and he knew that he was helping to “reaffirm 
the good things in life.” Thanks to Ken’s generosity, future
generations of students will have a greater opportunity
to enrich their Cal experience with these “good things.”

Ken Weisinger, a professor emeritus in Cal’s German
department, was a beloved member of the University
community, a distinguished scholar, and a teacher of the best
sort. His death in 2003 at age 60, after a battle with cancer,
was a great loss to all of those whose lives he enriched. 

Ken was a wonderful example of the scholarly
excellence of Berkeley’s faculty. Author of the book The
Classical Façade: A Non-Classical Reading of Goethe’s Classicism
(1988) and many academic articles, he was best known for
his research on the German poets Johann Wolfgang von
Goethe and Friedrich Hölderlin, as well as on Weimar
classicism. Eclectic in his interests, Ken moved comfortably
from the Brothers Grimm and Chinese opera to the poets

Pindar and Juvenal (whose works he read in the original
Ancient Greek and Latin). 

But he was much more than a scholar. His teaching
at the undergraduate and graduate levels was motivated by a
passionate commitment to mentoring his students and
introducing them to new ideas and experiences. Even
American musicals found their way into his syllabi, and he
was proud of several new courses he had developed. He won
over his students with his kindness, integrity, wit, and
innovative classroom techniques.

As influential as Ken was as a teacher, perhaps his
greatest legacy to Cal is his contribution as director of the
University’s Education Abroad Program (EAP), a position he

Kenneth Weisinger M.A. ’67, Ph.D. ’71

3 Cal Futures

photo Peg Skorpinski



A Tax and Estate Planning Newsletter for University of California, Berkeley Alumni and Friends. Volume 17, Number 1, Spring 2004

Nonprofit Org.

U.S. Postage Paid

University of California

[continued on back page]

University of California, Berkeley

The Office of Planned Giving, Suite 301

University Relations

2440 Bancroft Way # 4200

Berkeley, CA 94720-4200

Address Service Requested

Leave a Personal Legacyat Cal through Your Estate
N o t e s  f r o m  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  P l a n n e d  G i v i n g

R4467

Berkeley
U n i v e r s i t y o f C a l i f o r n i a

CalFutures
T a x a n d E s t a t e P l a n n i n g

[continued from front page]

common documents reflecting an estate plan — wills
and living trusts — are traditionally drafted by attorneys.

Wills and Living Trusts — the Foundation 
of an Effective Estate Plan 

Wills and living trusts are both written
documents whose great importance lies in the fact that
they help to ensure that your precise wishes regarding
the disposition of your assets are carried out after you are
gone. Specific benefits common to the two instruments
include the following: 

• Taxes and administrative costs can be reduced

• A trustee or executor of your choice can be
designated

• Special provisions can be made for minor
children or those with unusual needs

• Support for your favorite charity (including Cal)
can be provided

Both wills and living trusts can be easily revoked
or modified at any time, as long as you have the mental
capacity to understand the nature and effect of your acts.
Finally, it is best to have an attorney well versed in the
laws of estate planning and gift and estate taxes write
your will or living trust, though you may write a valid
will in your own hand.

What If You Die without a Will or a Living Trust?
Failing to leave behind a will or a living trust can

result in the state deciding the disposition of your assets
through the laws of “intestate succession,” which differ
depending on the state in which the deceased lived. For
example, in California, intestate succession designates that
your spouse and/or children will be the primary beneficiaries,
followed by parents, then siblings, and then the offspring of
each of those. If you leave behind none of these relatives,
without a valid will or living trust your assets may revert to
the state. If you had intended to provide a gift to a non-
relative — to a charity like UC Berkeley, for example — 
such an intention would not be fulfilled.

Choosing between a Will and a Living Trust
Deciding whether to have a will or a living trust

is a personal choice that depends upon an understanding
of a few major differences. 

1) A will is often a simpler document than a living
trust, and so it may be prepared by an attorney
at less cost.  

How to Make a Bequest to Cal
To provide support for Cal in your will or

living trust, the following language may be used:
“I give _______ [for example, the sum of

$X, or the residue of my estate] to the University
of California, Berkeley Foundation to be used to
support __________ [my favorite Cal program,
school, college, or department].”

Your bequest can support any purpose
at the University — like scholarships for
undergraduate or graduate students, research in
a particular field, or a department within any of
the schools or colleges. A bequest can create an
endowed fund bearing your name or the name of
someone you wish to honor. Because endowment
funds preserve the principal and only the income
from that principal is spent, endowments ensure
that funding for the program or department of
your choice will be available to the University in
perpetuity.

For more information:
University of California, Berkeley
The Office of Planned Giving 
University Relations
2440 Bancroft Way, Suite 301
Berkeley, CA 94720 -4200
510.642.6300 or 800.200.0575
opg@dev.urel.berkeley.edu

This newsletter offers only general
planned giving information. We
urge you to seek the advice of an
attorney in developing your
personal estate plan, as the Office of
Planned Giving may not render tax
or legal advice to friends and
alumni of the University. If you
would like more information
concerning charitable giving as a
component of estate planning, we
would be happy to provide you with
more specific ideas.
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We, the planned giving counsel in UC Berkeley’s
Office of Planned Giving, hope this issue of Cal Futures
answers many of your questions about supporting the
University through your estate. We encourage you,
however, to contact our office if you are interested in
designating a Cal school, college, department, or
program in a bequest, or are considering any type 
of planned gift to Berkeley.

As attorneys trained and experienced in
charitable giving, we can provide you or your attorney
with bequest language that accurately expresses your
charitable intentions for the campus. (For sample
bequest language, see the article beneath this
column.) Furthermore, because we regularly work
closely with campus departments, we are ideally
positioned to make your bequest count — for yourself
as well as for the University. We can help you make
sure that your gift will answer campus needs; be fully
usable by the school, college, department, or program
you designate; and, perhaps most importantly, be as
meaningful to you and your family as possible. 

After consulting with our office, you may
decide to make a planned gift to Cal as a supplement
to, or in place of, a bequest. Charitable trusts, gift
annuities, and pooled income funds allow donors to
provide significant support to the campus at the same
time that they enjoy current financial benefits. These
benefits may include an income tax deduction, annual
income, and diversification of assets without capital
gains tax.

A final point. As attractive as the financial and
tax advantages discussed in this column may be, by far
the greatest benefits to Cal donors are very personal
ones — the deep satisfaction of creating an enduring
legacy at an institution that means so much to them,
and the knowledge that their support will have a
positive impact at Berkeley for generations to come.

Whichever method or methods you choose to
support the University, your commitment means a
great deal to Cal. We sincerely look forward to working
with you.

Hal J. Abrams, J.D., LL.M., Rachel Crawford, J.D., 
and Enid Pollack, J.D., Planned Giving Counsel

What Is the Benjamin Ide Wheeler Society?
Since its creation in 1987, the Benjamin Ide Wheeler Society has proudly recognized

those individuals who have provided for Cal through a bequest or other planned gift — a
charitable gift annuity, charitable remainder trust, or pooled income fund. A number of
affiliated groups recognize individuals who have provided for specific campus units: the
Optometry Associates for the School of Optometry, the Legacy Circle for Cal Performances,
and the Cal Athletic Society for the Department of Intercollegiate Athletics.

One of the ways the Wheeler Society thanks its members is by providing invitations
to special events on campus, including the annual Benjamin Ide Wheeler Society Tea hosted
by the chancellor. Always a festive and welcoming event, the Tea will be held this year on June
22, 2004, from 2 to 4 p.m. at Alumni House. It will be preceded by a lecture entitled “Let There Be
Light: the History of the University of California, Berkeley” to be delivered by Chancellor
Robert M. Berdahl. As Chancellor Berdahl will be stepping down this summer, his
appearance at this year’s event promises to be a very memorable one.

On February 7, 2004, the Wheeler Society enjoyed an exciting victory over Arizona
State’s basketball team in Haas Pavilion. Following the game, members met assistant coach
Louis Reynaud and athletic director Steve Gladstone over celebratory refreshments.

If you would like to learn more about the Benjamin Ide Wheeler Society — or if you
would like to become a member — please contact the Office of Planned Giving. If you wish,
you may use the enclosed response form.  

2) If you have a will, your estate will be
administered by a public legal process
known as “probate.” Each state has its
own probate scheme, and in California
each county has a probate court. That
court will appoint a personal
representative to administer the estate
— either an individual designated in
your will as the “executor” or, if no
executor is named, a person of the court’s
choosing. Because a will is a public
document, once it has been filed with the
probate court anyone can look at it and
learn of your estate’s details and plans. In
contrast, a valid living trust enables a
“trustee” to administer your estate
without using the probate court,
possibly resulting in a savings of time
and legal expenses and avoiding the
public nature of probate proceedings and
the public’s access to your estate plan. 

3) Because the probate court can dispose 
of property only within the state,
decedents with property in another 
state must incur multi-state probate
proceedings if they choose to dispose of
their assets by means of a will. There is
no such necessity, however, if assets are
disposed of by a living trust. 

4)With a will, you can leave your assets in
your name. In contrast, effective use of a
living trust requires that you change the
title of all of your assets so that the trust
is the owner. This is particularly
important with real estate assets,
especially those located in other states.

5) A will addresses only the disposition of
your estate after your death. A living
trust, however, can authorize the trustee
to act on your behalf during your lifetime
if you are unavailable or unable to do so
due to a temporary or permanent
disability. This can enable you to avoid
the cost and complexity of a formal
“conservatorship,” the court-supervised
process in which a third party manages
one’s person and estate.

Supporting Cal through a Bequest 
A gift by will or trust (a “bequest”) 

can be large or small and can consist of specific
property (for example, “my house in Berkeley”) 
or a specific amount of money. Individuals often
designate a percentage, or all, of the “residue” of
their estate (what is left after debts, expenses,
and gifts to family members and others are paid)
to support the institutions that have been
important to them during their lifetime.

Beyond Wills and Living Trusts — 
Other Estate Transfers 

There are a number of other ways to
provide support to Cal with estate assets. You can
designate the University as a beneficiary of all or
part of your pension or retirement plan. This is a
tax-wise strategy because such assets are subject
to both estate and income tax when transferred
to one’s children. When a pension or retirement
plan is gifted to a charity, neither of these taxes
applies. It is usually a simple matter for you to
make a charity the beneficiary of these assets. Life
insurance can also be an excellent asset to give to
charity, as can savings bonds, especially if your
bonds have accrued substantial levels of interest.
All of the interest from your bonds is taxable as
ordinary income to the designated beneficiary
unless a charity is the recipient.

How to Learn More 
To receive detailed information about 

any of the estate and gift planning ideas
discussed above, please consider Cal’s Office of
Planned Giving your personal resource. The staff
is available to assist you with specific bequest
language and information about tax matters and
life-income plans. The office also has access to
information about UC Berkeley campus
initiatives and programs so that you can be
assured your gift will be appropriate and
effective. A variety of brochures with additional
information about the various gift plans are
available upon request. From Cal’s earliest years, the support of alumni and

friends has played an indispensable role in promoting the
University’s growth and continued excellence — in
teaching, research, and public service. Today, this
philanthropic tradition remains strong, with Cal receiving
nearly $164 million in private gifts in 2002–03. 

Given the fast-increasing costs of offering 
first-rate undergraduate and graduate education, and
providing state-of-the-art facilities for advanced research,
Cal will depend on private support more than ever in
coming decades. At the same time, those who choose to
leave a personal legacy at the University find it deeply
gratifying to know that their gifts will have a positive,
noticeable impact on an institution in which they so
strongly believe. 

Sometimes individuals or couples can make a
significant gift to Cal during their lifetime. Sather Gate, a
project funded by Jane K. Sather early in the last century,
is one of the most famous examples. But more often, a
significant gift must be delayed until after a donor’s
death, when precious financial resources are no longer
needed. 

Below, you will read how you can provide for the
University after you are gone in an efficient and
rewarding manner. 

The Estate Plan — An Invaluable First Step 
An effective estate plan pays rich dividends by

specifying a comprehensive, coordinated plan of action
regarding your estate assets and the processes of
managing them. Ideally, it addresses not only all
important questions regarding the disposition of your
assets after you are gone, including the costs associated
with that disposition, but also such important issues as
tax implications and the proper management of your
estate during your lifetime.

Though estate planning is often begun around
the time of some major life-cycle event — for example,
marriage, divorce, birth of a child, or death of a loved one
— it is recommended that you commence estate planning
early in your life. Many of your estate planning decisions
can provide you with benefits during your lifetime, as
well as after you’re gone. Especially if you have extensive
assets of different types, it is best to prepare an estate
plan under the guidance of an attorney specializing in
that field, though financial planners and other advisors
can often provide helpful general information. The most
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Arlene and Vic Willits at the Matterhorn, 1996
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